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I thought at first, and it has given a kind of definite-
ness to what before appeared nothing but vagueness.
When Papa in urging me to take time to consider well
what I was doing, said: " You will leave a very happy
home," the idea appeared to me quite irrelevant to
the subject, or so distant at least that if he had said:
" You will have to leave home when you die/5 it could
not have seemed more so.18
In some mysterious manner April i, 1858, is
set as the all-important day. Pressing his advan-
tage, Walter presents another problem of fearful
delicacy:
Really something must be done about a house. The
practicality of my relatives is something awful to bear.
Having never seen you, and having no other topic to
let loose their minds upon, they have taken up this,
and they make suggestions to me, and state difficulties.
They evidently do not feel any confidence in the
matter and until they can see a definite enclosure of
wall they will never embody their ideas.17
Eliza confesses her family are equally practical.
The search for a house has begun, and now the
tension of reserve noticeably relaxes. Walter jokes
sacrilegiously about the wedding; Eliza timidly
follows suit. His letters bristle with domiciliary
statistics, while she goes forth heroically to look at
candlesticks and price salt cellars. There is a
growing bustle of preparation and finally a quiet,
witty letter from Walter to his mother. He and
Eliza are on their honeymoon.